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Our Standing Orders


A standing order is an instruction or prescribed procedure in force permanently or until changed or 
canceled. Three weeks ago I shared that John Chapters 14-17 (de facto this is Yeshua’s Last Message 
before His death) recount the dialog that took place on Yeshua’s last day on earth as Messiah Ben 
Joseph. The date was Aviv 14, right after Yeshua’s Seder and before His death. What did Yeshua share 
with his disciples just before His death? He knew His time was at hand and so I believe He chose His 
words carefully. If you knew you were going to die later today, what would you share with your family 
and friends in the short time available? I know what I would share, don’t you? I would share what is 
most important for them to hear from me before I am gone. I would choose my words carefully and 
would want them to consider carefully whatever I had to say. Imagine yourself being there, a fly on the 
wall, listening to what Yeshua said to the eleven. When we read John 14-17 we are there! Did they obey 
His Standing Orders? Are we prepared to obey them?


Four days later the situation was dire (dreadful; dismal; horrible; terrible; lamentable; urgent and 
pressing). You see Yeshua is dead. This is called the Sure Death of a Vision. Put yourself in their shoes for 
a moment. They heard everything he said in His Last Message but did any of it influence their actions so 
far? Scripture tells us that what was dominating the situation was fear of the Judean leaders (John 20:19). 
Now earlier in John 20 Peter and John with Myriam had seen the empty tomb, but Myriam stayed while 
Peter and John returned home. She sees two angels and then interacts with Rabboni Yeshua who sends 
her to the disciples announcing “I have seen the Lord,” and what He had said to her. The text states:“It 
was evening on that day, the first of the week. When the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Judean leaders, Yeshua came and stood in their midst! And He said to them, “Shalom aleichem!…And after He 
said this, He breathed on them. And He said to them, “Receive (command form) the Ruach ha-Kodesh! If you 
forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; but if you hold back, they are held back. One of the Twelve, Thomas 
called the Twin, was not with them when Yeshua came. (John 20:19-24)” Yeshua appears to the ten (so this is 
not just Myriam, Peter, John Cleopas or the unknown disciple’s word that He is alive, everyone present 
sees Him and it is Yeshua!) and gives them a command: Receive (command form) the Ruach ha-Kodesh!


If you accept Yeshua’s last message as being truly important, then the disciples indeed needed 
Another Helper. Surely those words were imprinted in indelible ink inter souls: "16I will ask the Father, 
and He will give you another Helper (Intercessor, Advocate, Comforter, or Counselor), that He may be with you 
forever; 17that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but 
you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you…26But the Helper (Intercessor, Advocate, 
Comforter, or Counselor), the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you… 29Now I have told you before it happens, so that when it 
happens, you may believe. 30I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has 
nothing in Me; 31but so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me. 
Get up, let us go from here (John 14:16-17, 20)” I do not know if they had asked the Father for His Holy 
Spirit Helper (Intercessor, Advocate, Comforter, or Counselor). They do not appear to be super 
empowered or ready for action. The new message is a standing order to “Receive (command form) the 
Ruach ha-Kodesh!” In John 14 the Helper is announced, but post resurrection, the first action item is the 
command "RECEIVE the Ruach ha-Kodesh!" An order is given, will the hearers CHOOSE TO OBEY?


Scripture states: “We have not because we ask not?” (Jas.4:2). For sure Yeshua knew his disciples 
needed His Spirit, and they needed it badly. Yeshua is so merciful that He reminds them that what He 
said prior to His Death, is still in effect in His Resurrection. They MUST have Another Helper. Thus the 
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oder: “I Am Ordering you to Receive the Ruach Ha-Kodesh! It seems clear to me from the text that the 
disciples DID WANT TO and therefore must have in their own hearts asked the Father to send Him. 
Eight days later, they are still inside the same location — has the situation improved?


Let us be honest with Messiah Yeshua and say Lord, thou knoweth. I want to continue to raise the 
expectation for Shavout that WE in Kol Simcha need everything Yeshua purchased for us. Like the 
disciples, we need to admit to ourselves and to Him that we really need Another Helper, exactly like He 
said we needed. In my opinion then we need to ask the Father in Yeshua’s Name for this gift with all of 
our heart, mind and soul. Do you agree? I pray it be so… Let us appropriate THE resurrection 
experience and power and let us together with His Spirit go change the world! Shabbat Shalom!
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